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Julian Lara

Class year: Senior | Major: HVACR Engineering Technology and Energy
Management

Hometown: Grand Rapids, Michigan

Why did you choose to attend Ferris State University?
'  Ichose Ferris for a variety of reasons. First, I have a cousin who
‘ Photo Unavailable ‘ graduated from the HVAC program in 2017. When he told me all
about his time at Ferris and how well-prepared he was for life after
graduating, I was hooked immediately. I started researching the
m '/ﬁ HVAC industry and looking at Future job growth. shortly after
; : starting to do research, I realized the HVAC industry was perfect for
me because I love working with my hands and learning new things. Another reason I decided on
Ferris was because of how affordable it was and the incredible scholarship opportunities that the
students have. I love that I can focus on my studies without worrying about thousands of dollars of
debt I would be in after graduating college. These are the two main reasons why I chose to attend
Ferris and I am delighted with my choice.
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What are you involved with at Ferris?

I'm extremely grateful for all the activities and clubs that Ferris has to offer. In my junior year, I
joined the MSCA and ASHRAE student organizations. Both organizations are meant for HVAC
students and I gained so much valuable information, applied for many great scholarship
opportunities, and received the opportunity to network with many people in the HVAC industry. I
also joined the men's soccer and wrestling clubs which were both an absolute blast. I've been
playing soccer since I was a kid so it was an amazing opportunity to play at such a high level again
after so many years. I've never wrestled before so it was an incredible learning experience and a
very humbling one as well. Professor Joe Pacella had a huge impact on me because he was a huge
help in me finding a good company for me to intern for over the summer. Overall, I was very active
in clubs and activities at Ferris which I'm very happy about because I was able to meet some great
people while also having lots of fun. ‘

What are your future plans?

I have huge plans for my future. My current plan is to do the best possible job I can in my
internship this summer in Dallas, Texas. I want to gain as much valuable experience as possible
and learn all about the HVAC controls business. As a senior next year, my main academic goal is to
graduate with at least a 3.8 GPA. I'will also be joining the MSCA Student Competition and
competing against many schools from all around the US. Together as a group, we will do the best
job we can to finish in first place and put Ferris State’s HVAC program on the map! After
graduating, I would like to find a good job in the HVAC controls industry in Grand Rapids. I would



also be open to getting a master's degree if the company I work for is willing to fund it. I have huge
plans and with my determination and discipline, I know they will all come to fruition.

What does scholarship support mean to you and your family?

I can not begin to explain how excited I was when I received the email saying I had won. Winning
this scholarship means the world to me and my family. My parents are so proud of me because I
will become the first person in the family to receive a college degree and they love the example I
am setting for my little siblings. This scholarship has also immensely reduced financial stress, I will
now be able to fully immerse myself in my studies, join clubs and organizations, and join the
MSCA student competition which will take up a significant portion of my time in the fall semester.
It has also served as a source of motivation, instilling confidence and a sense of pride in me. This
scholarship has validated the efforts I have put into academics, extracurricular activities, and
community involvement. It has encouraged me to continue striving for excellence. I am so thankful
for receiving this support!
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Wyatt Schafer

Class year: Senior | Major: HVACR Engineering Technology and Energy
Management
Hometown: Fenwick, Michigan

Why did you choose to attend Ferris State University?

I chose Ferris because they have a great HVAC (heating,
ventilation and air conditioning) program and I was interested in
choosing HVAC as my career path. I am happy I chose Ferris
because I have met really nice people in the program (professors
included) that I have chosen.

What are you involved with at Ferris?
I chose the HVAC program because I have always been a hands on person. I did not really want to
sit in a cubicle and I saw that Ferris had a HVAC program where I already had some experience in
the field so I chose to attend Ferris. I am a member of MSCA (Mechanical Service Contractors of
America) and ACCA (Air Conditioning Contractors of America). I really enjoyed Professor Pacella's
classes and Professor Lucas's classes, they like to joke around but also teach which helps lighten
the mood when sitting in a class room for over an hour at a time.

What are your future plans?

After I graduate I plan to continue my employment at Seamans Mechanical in Grand Rapids
Michigan and through them continue learning the ins and outs of the HVAC industry. I am not sure
whether I will work in the service department or the engineering department after I graduate but
so far  am glad I have taken the path I took. It is challenging and rewarding. Being at Ferris has
helped me make new friends from all over the state which has helped me increase my social skills
as well as the best education for my field.

What does scholarship support mean to you and your family?

- The scholarships help lift some of the financial burden that higher education puts on my shoulders
and reduces my student debt. With this scholarship I hope to be able to pay for my fall and spring
semesters, along with the money I am earning this summer, and not have any more debt. I would
be able to attend Ferris without scholarships help but I would be in much deeper student debt than
I am now. Thank you!



